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SUMMARY: AFTER HOLDING BACK FOR TWO DAYS PORTUGUESE PRESS 
AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE PUBLICIZED PAIGC'S UNILATERAL 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE FOR PORTUGUESE GUINEA WHILE 
SIMULTANEOUSLY SEEKING TO DOWNPLAY ITS SIGNIFICANCE. 

PORTUGUESE COMMENTATORS HAVE DWELT ON THEIR CONTENTION THAT 
THERE ARE NO "LIBERATED AREAS." SECGEN OF FOREIGN MINISTRY 
TOLD CHARGE THAT PORTUGUESE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO WORK OUT 
AN ACCOMMODATION WITH PAIGC THRU SENEGALESE GOVERNMENT. GOP 
IS CONCERNED ABOUT POSSIBLE STAMPEDE OF RECOGNITION WHICH COULD 
SWEEP UP COUNTRIES LIKE SWEDEN. END SUMMARY 

1. PORTUGUESE MEDIA AND GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN IGNORED 
PAIGC'S DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE FOR GUINEA-BISSAU 
SEPT. 26 AND 27 ALTHOUGH NEWS OF THE EVENT WAS WIDELY KNOWN 
IN LISBON SHORTLY AFTER IT HAPPENED. SEPT. 28 MORNING 

PRESS GAVE PROMINENT. EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO GOP'S VERSION 
OF SITUATION IN GUINEA. PRINTING ALSO NEWS REPORTS FROM 
WIRE SERVICES ABOUT PAIGC'S DECLARATION. MOST SIGNIFICANT 
WAS INTERVIEW WITH GENERAL SPINOLA CARRIED ON FRONT 
PAGE OF LARGE CIRCULATION DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. SPINOLA, 

RECENTLY RETIRED C-IN-C AND GOVERNOR OF PORTUGUESE GUINEA, 
RIDICULED BOTH FACT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF UDI. GENERAL 
BLASTED TALK OF "LIBERATED AREAS," RECALLING MANY VISITS 
HE AND NUMEROUS VISITORS HAD MADE TO EVERY ONE, INCLUDING 
MEDINA DO BOE, NEW "CAPITAL". SPINOLA STATED BOE REGION 
INHOSPITABLE AND VIRTUALLY UNINHABITED, STATING ALSO THAT PAIGC 
USES NAME MEDINA DO BOE FOR ITS BASE AT KAMBERA, ABOUT 10 KILO- 
METERS INSIDE REPUBLIC OF GUINEA. SPINOLA PREDICTS PAIGC WILL 
CONDUCT GUIDED TOURS TO THIS BASE NOTING THAT IT PRACTICALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR FOREIGNERS TO DETERMINE WHAT COUNTRY THEY ARE 
IN WHEN THEY ARE IN THAT AREA. 

2. SPINOLA SAID IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR PAIGC 

TO OPERATE ANY KIND OF STRUCTURE WITHIN PORTUGUESE GUINEA. 

EVEN AN UNDERGROUND STRUCTURE IS IMPROBABLE, GIVEN FEELINGS 
OF THE PEOPLE IN THE TERRITORY, SPINOLA PREDICTED THAT 
SOME AFRICAN, ASIAN AND EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WOULD 
RECOGNIZE THE NEW STATE BUT THAT THIS WOULD CHANGE NOTHING, 
SINCE THOSE COUNTRIES HAVE LONG CONTENDED THAT THE PAIGC IS 
THE LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE PROVINCE. 
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THOSE WHO WILL HELP THE PAIGC IN FUTURE ARE THOSE WHICH HAVE 
HELPED IT IN PAST. UDI, SAID SPINOLA, IS PART OF THE PAIGC'S 
PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE AND SHOULD NOT UPSET PEOPLE. WITHIN 
THE PROVINCE ITSELF, DECLARATION WILL HAVE NO IMPACT. 

3. IN CONVERSATION WITH CHARGE SEPT. 27 FOREIGN 

MINISTRY SECGEN CALVEY DE MAGALHAES REVEALED CONCERN THAT 
COUNTRIES LIKE SWEDEN MIGHT RECOGNIZE AN INDEPENDENT GUINEA- 
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BISSAU. (MINISTRY HAS RECENTLY CONDUCTED STUDY OF CRITERIA 
WHICH OTHER GOVERNMENTS, INCLUDING USG, APPLY WHEN CONSIDER- 
ING RECOGNITION OF NEW STATE.) CAL VET VOLUNTEERED THAT 
PORTUGUESE HAD MANY CONTACTS WITH SENEGALESE GOVERNMENT 
WITH A VIEW TO WORKING OUT A POLITICAL SOLUTION FOR PORTUGUESE 
GUINEA WITH PAIGC, BUT THAT SUCH DISCUSSIONS HAD BEEN SABOTAGED 
BY BORDER INCIDENTS PROVOKED BY PARTIES HOSTILE TO 
ANY GOP-PAIGC ACCOMMODATION. RENEWED CONTACT ALONG SAME LINES 
IS "IN TRAIN" RIGHT NOW. CALVET ATTRIBUTED RECENT BREAK 
IN RELATIONS BETWEEN SENEGAL AND GUINEA-CONAKRY IN PART TO 
MANEUVERS OF SEKOU TOURE AIMED AT CREATING AN "INDEPENDENT" 
GUINEA-BISSAU UNDER PAIGC WHICH TOURE CONTROLS. 

4. GEN. BETTENCOURT RODRIGUES EXPECTED TO DEPART LISBON 
SEPT 29 TO TAKE OVER AS C-IN-C AND GOVERNOR OF GUINEA. 

POST 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 29 SEP 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: smithrj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973LISBON03580 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS POST 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: LISBON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 973091 /aaaaaama. tel 

Line Count: 131 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: A-1 72 OF SEPT. 1 1 , 1 973 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: smithrj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 SEP 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 -Sep-2001 by rowellE0>; APPROVED <27-Nov-2001 by smithrj> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PORTUGUESE REACTION TO PAIGC DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE OF GUINEA-BISSAU 
TAGS: PINS, PU, PO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



